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A place for quiet reflection, peace, nature, and intellectual stimulation 
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Part 1: History of the 
St. Louis Region 

From earliest times to the Civil War 





LŎŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ Múlajökull Glacier with its surrounding drumlins 
http://iowapublicradio.org/term/pleistocene-epoch 

How St. Louis may have looked in the Illinoian glacial advance 



Missouri in the Pleistocene 



Cahokia Mounds 

REU 2012 



Cahokia 



The Big Mound 
in St. Louis, 
leveled in 1869 

These mounds were 
built by the 
Mississippian culture 
that thrived in this 
area between 900 
A.D. and 1300 A.D. 



French Explorers 



Native Americans 



ÅPierre Laclede, born in 
France 

ÅMarie Chouteau, had 4 
children with Laclede 

ÅAuguste Chouteau, 
[ŀŎƭŜŘŜΩǎ ǎǘŜǇǎƻƴ 

ÅEstablished St. Louis as a 
fur trading post in 1764 

ÅNamed in honor of the 
French King, Louis IX   

Founding of St. Louis, Feb. 15, 1764 

Pierre Maria Auguste 



Fur Trading 



Area in St. Louis given to Antoine Soulard, 
surveyor general of Upper Louisiana, by the 
Spanish governor in the 1790s, as payment for 
his services. Soulard's widow, Julia, stipulated 
in her will that two city blocks be given to the 
City of St. Louis for use as a public market. She 
died on May 9, 1845. Her bequest survives 
today in the form of the Soulard Market.  

Soulard Market ς since 1779 

REU 2014 





Lewis and Clark Expedition, 1804-1806 
Corps of Discovery Expedition 




